America’s Youth Councils Network Call
January 27, 2010

On the call:  

· Tyree Benton, Iowa
· Alex Wirth, Santa Fe, New Mexico
· Marina Finnegan

· Cassy Blakey, Nebraska

· Stuart Jenkins, Colorado 

· Sherri Breaux, Louisiana

· Robin Stone, Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

· Jose Rodrigues, MA

· John Vergese?, DC

· Rep. Carolyn Gargaz, NH Legislative Youth Advisory Council

· Thad Ferber, The Forum
· Elizabeth Gaines, The Forum

· Danielle Evennou, The Forum

1. Introductions:  successes & challenges

Alex – Success:  spots open for 3 new members and have received 15 applications; impressed by the results of outreach.  Challenge:  the hardest thing is making sure we’re on task/ not doing so many tasks.
Tyree – Success: partnered with other youth networks to hold a networking event with other youth serving organizations (Live Health Iowa Kids); MLK day of service (regional event).  Challenge:  enthusiasm/getting members to stay on task.

Stuart – Success:  held first meeting of the year, COYAC met with state legislators.  Challenge:  filling vacant seats.

Sherri – partnered with governor’s council on fitness/sports project “Lighten Up Louisiana.”  Iowa challenged us to see how many young people could complete the challenge; a good way to reach out and connect to other youth around the state. 

Subgroup on “Engaging All Youth” has met, are working on next steps to create resource items for the online toolkit; e.g. how to have a diverse application pool, how to host an event to engage youth in your state/city.

To get more people on subgroup calls, we will send out a full schedule (monthly) so everyone knows when calls are happening.

Could try having the full group calls every other month, where subgroups report back on their efforts.

“Funding” subgroup has not yet met.  There has been a flurry of funding opportunities, e.g. Starbucks and Pepsi grants.  This group could work to compile these opportunities to share.

Marina – will help to lead this subgroup.

The online toolkit group will be having a call on Feb 18.  Jose will be on this call and will try to post some information regarding “Engaging All Youth.”

Carolyn—interested to hear what’s happening.

Marina—Success:  held 4th meeting of the year, guest speakers talk about other state initiatives, (e.g. Afterschool Network, Hunger Partnership).  Got a meeting with school superintendent to address increasing participation in school breakfast / lunch.  With deficit, looking to increase participation in federal programs, have funds for spending to other state in initiatives.  Challenges: funding, looking into becoming a 501c3 or staying how we are; looking into having a lead agency to support the council.

Cassy—Governor’s Youth Council, success:  annual meeting with governor, state legislature.

John – Success:  now have employment chair, green jobs projects, will be submitting a $25,000 grant proposal to Pepsi Refresh Everything.  Challenge: basic organizational stuff, attendance.
2. Goal-setting:  subgroups & strategies

Youth council subgroups have begun to meet.  "Engaging All Youth" group met first, identified the goals of the group (e.g. Why is it important for youth councils to engage youth inside/outside their council?) and came up with action steps (e.g. descriptions of events and process which help youth councils to engage a diverse array of young people).  These items will be posted to the online toolkit in the near future.

3.
Federal update - Forum VP of Policy, Thad Ferber

· Healthcare reform, still a key focus.  Reform is not as "dead" as the media makes it out to be.  
· Options: 
a. Democrats push existing bill through; pass the Senate bill but with changes agreed upon in advance, using amendments in reconciliation bill, (meaning, passing the amendments before the full bill is passed);
b. turn it over to Senator Olympia Snowe, to get her feedback and getting her as the one republican on the bill;

c. giving up on it all together.
· One of the biggest changes for young people:  all young people can stay on their parent's health insurance until age 25.  One of the biggest changes for young adults.
· Note:  NH - as a state has a bill for young adults to stay on their parent's health insurance through age 25.
· For younger children, what would happen to the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP)?  House version basically got rid of SCHIP and replaced it with the new healthcare program; the Senate version keeps SCHIP for a while longer.

· Jobs Bill -- House a bill passed "Jobs for Main Street Act" - $500 million for summer youth employment programs, $23 billion more expenditures for education programs to retain and hire new education staff, $300 million more for higher education financial aid, $132 million more for national and community service programs.  Look to see what happens in the Senate; see if we can even strengthen provisions (e.g. support year-round jobs for youth, not just summer employment).
· On the horizon, higher education legislation that focuses on student aid, SAFRA (Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act).  Will increase dramatically the size of Pell Grants that provide funds for low income individuals to attend college; it will also greatly increase funding for community college programs.  This is in the middle of the budget reconciliation process as well.
Federal Youth Council discussion:

Alex—What will be the format?  Advise the President and Congress, and have an organizational structure to support youth council grants and the state and local level.  Talking to Do Something about their interest.  Talking to Congressional Offices, strong potential for support in NM.

Carolyn—We should get in touch with Scouts, Boys & Girls Clubs, 4 H, Youth in Government.

Thad—Currently we work with the National Collaboration for Youth, which represents these and other youth serving organizations.

Elizabeth—To create a federal youth council it needs to bubble up from the state and local levels.

Carolyn—What advice do you have for our Congressmen?

Danielle—Will send "leave behind" materials from briefing.
