




Childhood immunizations: The percentage of children  
19–35 months of age who were up-to-date for all  
recommended immunizations

How is New Mexico doing?
Immunization coverage increased from 71.6% in 2006 to 76.0% in 
2007. New Mexico is on the right track to ensure children receive the 
vaccines that they need.

How does New Mexico compare to the nation?
77.4% of the nation’s children were up-to-date for immunizations 
in 2007. New Mexico is within 1.4% points of the national average 
of 76% and is 31st in the nation for children up-to-date for the 
combination of 4:3:1:3:3:1* The 4:3:1:3:3:1 series is made up of 4 
Diptheria-Tetanus-Pertussis shots, 3 Polio, 1 Measles-Mumps-
Rubella, 3 H-Influenza b, 3 Hepatitis B, and 1 dose of varicella 
(chicken pox). 

What does this mean?
New Mexico is steadily improving its immunization rates over 
time by targeting areas with low immunization rates, sending 
immunization information to all new parents, distributing “New 
Mexico health passports” that teach parents when shots are needed, 
working to educate providers about how to overcome barriers to 
getting children up-to-date on their shots, and conducting special 
quarterly shot clinics. A statewide registry enables tracking of shot 
records and lets providers know what vaccines children need. The 
Department of Health works to assure that children it serves are up 
to date for shots.12

Children’s weight: The percentage of high school youth at 
risk of becoming overweight and who are overweight

How is New Mexico doing?
In 2007, an estimated 10.9% of NM high school age students were 
overweight; 13.5% were obese. Overweight youth are at the 85-95th 
percentile on a growth chart; obese youth are at or above the 95th 
percentile. The NM WIC nutrition program serving approximately 
40% of the state’s 2-5 year olds reports 14% were overweight and 
12% were obese.

How does New Mexico compare to the nation?
New Mexico continues to be better than the nation for the percent 
of youth who were overweight or obese in 2007. Nevertheless, 1 in 4 
NM high school youth have a weight problem.

What does this mean?
Lack of physical activity and poor eating habits are associated with 
poor health, such as diabetes, obesity and heart disease. What works 
to promote healthy weight includes increased physical activity for 
all age groups, less TV time, reduced sweet drinks, more fruits and 
vegetables, and sit-down family meals. Innovations such as Healthy 
Kids Las Cruces connect and build on a cross-section of community 
efforts to motivate children and youth to eat healthier and be more 
physically active. Statewide, public schools have healthy policies 
regarding sales of beverages and foods. The state WIC program 
promotes healthy eating relationships in young families, and the  
core messages.11
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Graph 6 reflects total state, federal and other funding support 
in FY 07 for programs that support healthy outcomes in NM 
children. The list to the right provides a detail of the total funding 
per program reflected by this graph.

Programs Supporting Healthy Outcomes by Agency  
(Total funding FY 07)

Children, Youth and Families Department
CBH Community-Based & Wrap Around Services	  $10,025,400 
Early Childhood Development	  $1,558,503 
Family Nutrition	  $41,197,900 
Medical	  $3,820,300 
Substance Abuse Monitoring	  $100,000 
CYFD Agency Sum	  $56,702,103 

Department of Health	
Family Planning Programs	  $7,406,777 
Behavioral Health Prevention Services	  $5,290,500 
Children and Youth with Special Health  
Care Needs (CYSHCN), & Developmental  
Disabilities Waiver	  $25,774,742 
Children’s Medical Services Family  
Infant Toddler Program	  $550,000 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program,  
Coordinated Approach to Child Health  
(CATCH) & Healthier Weight Program	  $1,960,700 
Families First & Maternal Child Health	  $1,008,764 
Healthier Kids Fund (HKF)	  $800,000 
Immunizations - Vaccines for Children (VFC)	  $37,522,002 
Medically Fragile Waiver	  $2,416,021 
New Mexico WIC Program	  $53,696,992 
Newborn Genetic & Newborn Hearing Screening	  $1,343,750 
Office of School Health	  $6,689,280 
Para Los Niños	  $338,800 
Rural Primary Health Care Act	  $4,522,657 
Self-Directed Family Support & State  
General Funded Children’s Respite	  $1,604,001 
Tobacco Use Prevention and Control	  $430,000 
DOH Agency Sum	  $151,354,986 

Indian Affairs Department
Financial Literacy & Knowledge of our  
Free Market System Program	  $500,000 
Tobacco Cessation & Prevention Program	  $500,000 
DIA Agency Sum	  $1,000,000 

Human Services Department	
New MexiKids	  $985,209,000 
HSD Agency Sum	

Public Education Department	
Domestic Violence Curriculum	  $30,000 
Elementary Breakfast	  $9,806,680 
Elementary Physical Education & Obesity Prevention	  $1,845,000 
PED Agency Sum	  $11,681,680 
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Graph 8 represents state and federal funding for programs 
used for medical screening purposes of NM’s children, 
including newborn hearing and genetic screening. Medical 
screening provides a critical means for reducing outlays 
associated with undiagnosed medical conditions and for 
improving healthy outcomes. Federal figures for FY 09  
are estimated.13

Graph 10 reflects state and federal funding for nutrition  
and obesity awareness and prevention programs for NM 
children and youth. In 2008, the Trust for America’s Health 
reported that for obese children ages 10-17, New Mexico 
ranked 10th in the nation. The NM DOH reported in 
2007 that 14% of NM’s 2- to 5-year-olds were overweight 
and 12% were obese. Being overweight or obese contributes 
to serious health conditions, including heart disease, type II 
diabetes, hypertension, stroke, gallbladder disease, 
osteoarthritis and some cancers (endometrial, breast and 
colon). These conditions contribute to reduced quality of 
life and increased economic burdens on the individual, 
employers, the healthcare system and society.15 

Graph 7 reflects total state, federal and other funding 
support devoted towards providing healthy outcomes for 
NM’s children. This chart reflects funding from all 
programs reported in the children’s budget devoted to 
healthy outcomes not just NM DOH initiatives. The rise 
in funding from roughly $1.1 billion in FY 05 to over  
$1.4 billion projected for FY 09 reflects an increase of 
nearly 30%. 

Graph 9 shows state and federal funds committed to public 
school-based health centers (SBHCs). The SBHC initiative 
is a collaborative partnership among the following state 
agencies: DOH, PED, HSD, and CYFD. NM’s 88 SBHCs 
provide primary, behavioral and preventive health care to 
youth who may not otherwise have ready access to such 
services. Advantages to SBHCs include: reduced out-of-
school time, removal of language and transportation 
barriers, and earlier identification of risky behaviors.14
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Graph 12 displays state and federal funding streams for the 
NewMexiKids (Medicaid) health insurance program for FY 
05 to FY 09. Figures for FY 09 are estimates. The increased 
funding reflects an increase in the number of children 
served and in the rate of reimbursement for providers.

Graph 11 shows state and federal funding for family 
planning programs that reach NM youth. Between 
1990 and 2005, NM’s teen birth rate decreased 20.6%, 
but increased 2.3% from 2005 to 2006. In 2006, the 
teen birth rate was 61.7 births per 1,000 females ages 
15-19. Among teens with a live birth, the majority had 
unintended pregnancies; over half reported using no 
form of contraception. Further, more than half (51.2%) 
of NM births in 2006 were to single mothers.16

Graph 13 displays the approximate number of children, as 
well as the estimated average expenditure per child, who 
participated in the NewMexiKids program between FY 
05 and FY 09. Figures for FY 09 are estimates. Medical 
expenditures and enrollment numbers are subject to revision 
for up to 30 months from the date originally released.17
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Access to quality early learning: The number of T.E.A.C.H.® 
Scholars

How is New Mexico doing?
Teacher Education and Compensation Helps (TEACH) was 
originally funded in 2004 and provided scholarships for early 
childhood educators who teach in private facilities and public schools 
to take college level early childhood teacher education coursework. 
The numbers of scholarships increased each year with 404 receiving 
scholarships in 2008, more than 20 times the original number. In 
2004, four counties had TEACH scholars; in 2008, all but four of 
the 33 counties had one or more scholars. The average statewide 
ratio of scholars to 100 population of children age 1-4 years of age in 
2008 was 0.8; and it ranged from 4.3 in Sierra County to 0.2 in San 
Juan County. For the period 2006-2008, an estimated 85% of early 
childhood educators who were graduates of a standard college-level 
early childhood program passed the state’s competency test for early 
childhood education.

What does this mean?
School readiness is enhanced in children who have received early 
education from highly-qualified teachers, such as those with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood. TEACH NM continues to 
grow in its impact on teacher education. TEACH sponsors teachers 
who would otherwise have limited access to higher education and a 
college degree.18 
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Performance at grade level: The percentage of 4th graders 
who achieve a score of “at or above proficient” in reading 
and math standards-based assessments

How is New Mexico doing?
In the 2007-2008 school year, 51% of 4th graders were reading at or 
above proficiency, a drop of 3.4 percentage points. In the same year, 
40% of 4th graders were doing math at or above proficiency, a drop 
of 6 percentage points from the previous year. 

What does this mean?
The data for 4th (and 8th) grade students are baseline from tests 
that have been substantially redesigned to improve alignment 
to the breadth and depth of New Mexico Content Standards. 
Comparisons with test results from years prior to 2004 are 
inappropriate. New Mexico statute (22-2C-4 NMSA 1978) requires 
standards-based academic performance tests in mathematics and 
reading for grades 3 through 8 and 11. The federal No Child Left 
Behind Act (PL 107-110 107th Congress) requires that 95% of a 
grade’s population be administered a standards-based assessment in  
reading and mathematics to measure adequate yearly progress of 
public schools.20
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Access to quality early learning: The number of licensed & 
star-quality child care providers

How is New Mexico doing?
Between 2004 and 2008, the percent of early childcare providers with 
a 2-5 star rating increased from 150 to 678; from 14.7% of providers 
in 2004 to 67.5% in 2008. A 1-star rating means the provider meets 
minimum licensing requirements; a 2-star to a 4-star rating means 
the provider meets and maintains licensing and AIM High levels; and 
a 5-star rating means the provider meets national-level standards. In 
2008, among the 1,005 licensed early childcare providers, 12.5% had 
a 5 star rating; 55% had a 2-4 star rating; and 32.5% had a 1-star 
rating. The 1-star rating is required; star ratings from 2 up to 5  
are voluntary.

What Does this mean?
High quality early learning programs create opportunities for young 
children to thrive, such as those with well-qualified, educated and 
adequately compensated educators, higher adult to child ratios and 
developmentally appropriate services. There is significant research 
indicating that high quality early learning programs improve 
performance in school and participation is associated with a reduced 
likelihood of involvement with the criminal justice system throughout 
adolescence and adulthood. Since 2004, the number of child care 
programs meeting between the 2-star and 5-star requirements has 
more than quadrupled.19
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Truancy: The percentage of habitually truant students at 
school level for the 2004–2005 to 2007–2008 school years

How is New Mexico doing? 
Although the trend shows a decrease between the 2004-05 school 
year and the 2005-06 school year, more specific data entry 
requirements showed greater accountability for student absences. 
Thus, the increase shown for 2006-07 truancy. With better attendance 
recording and more specific interventions in place, school year 2007-
08 habitual truancies decreased from 27.7% to 20.2% for high 
school; from 16.7% to 9.5% for middle school; and a slight increase 
from 10.4% to 11.1% for elementary school. The truancy initiative 
currently supports 16 funded sites this year using best practices for 
dropout and truancy prevention that are unique to New Mexico 
populations and cultures, including agreements with Native American 
tribes and pueblos. Technical assistance to schools has resulted  
in collaboratives among youth advocates, corrections entities, 
community based organizations and others for the purpose of 
implementing effective dropout and truancy prevention programs 
and strategies at the local level. 

What does this mean?
Truancy is an early indicator for difficulties in school, and that a young 
person may be giving up and losing his or her way. When middle 
and high school students skip school, they are telling their parents, 
school officials and the community at large that they are in trouble 
and need help to stay on a positive path. When elementary school 
children miss school, it may indicate problematic family situations 
where other community resources and supports are needed.22

Highly qualified teachers: The percentage of core classes 
taught by “high quality” teachers in public elementary, 
middle and high schools

How is New Mexico doing?
The overall percentage of core classes across all schools that were 
taught by High Quality Teachers (HQT) was 94% in 2007-08, an 
increase from the previous school year. As shown in this graph, the 
middle schools showed the largest increase in HQT, increasing by 
4 percentage points from 87% to 91%. The HQT at elementary 
schools increased from 94% in 06-07 to 96% in 07-08 and high 
schools from 89% in 06-07 to 90% in 07-08.

What does this mean?
HQT have a bachelors degree and meet other licensure requirements. 
The number of classes taught by a HQT has increased as required 
by No Child Left Behind legislation. Many school districts have 
100% HQT or are very close to 100% HQT, with the smaller rural 
districts having greater success at achieving this value. Challenges 
facing schools with less than 100% HQT are: 1) large numbers of 
minority students who require teachers with bilingual endorsements; 
and 2) not enough special education teachers at the secondary level 
who can meet requirements of an endorsement for each subject area 
that they teach. This is very difficult because many of these teachers 
teach all core subjects, meaning that they must be endorsed in all the 
core areas.21

0

25

50

75

100
high school

middle

elementary

2007-20082006-20072005-20062003-2005

0

5

10

15

20

25

30
High

Middle

Elementary

2007-082006-072005-062004-05
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

2005-062004-05



heading

E D U C A T E D    17 

Disparities in college enrollment: The percentage of minority 
group students in post secondary institutions compared to 
the population of minority youth age 18-24 years

How is New Mexico doing?
Total fall enrollment increased from 57,666 in 2006 to 58,466 in 2007; 
the number of Hispanic and Native American students age 18-24 
years increased slightly this year. Disparities persist when the student 
population is compared to the NM population for 18-24 year olds. 
The proportion of Hispanic students was 40.9% while Hispanic youth 
age 18-24 years made up 49% of the NM population. The proportion 
of American Indian students was 7.7% yet American Indian youth 
age 18-24 made up 12% of the NM population. The proportion of 
African American students and of youth in the population were the 
nearly the same: 3.1% to 3.0%. All Others (non-Hispanic Whites, 
Asians/Pacific Islanders) were 48% of students and only 38% of the 
NM population.

What does this mean?
Increasing the number of Hispanic and Native American students 
enrolled in and graduated from New Mexico public colleges and 
universities will improve education and career opportunities available 
to a historically underserved population. Furthermore, improving the 
education of all of New Mexico’s citizens will enhance the economic 
vitality of the state and support initiatives by the Richardson/Denish 
administration to build a stronger state economy.23
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Programs Supporting Educated Outcomes by Agency  
(Total funding FY 07) 
Children, Youth and Families Department	

Child Care Scholarships - T.E.A.C.H. NM	 $121,000 
Community Based Family Resources	 $440,000 
Head Start & PreK	 $5,056,330 
Teen Parent Services	 $618,047 
CYFD Agency Sum	 $6,235,377 

Department of Cultural Affairs	
Art is Fine, Arts Alive on Milner Plaza & Artworks Program	 $8,400 
Camp-In Program	 $12,000 
Classes, Classroom Presentations & Statewide Classroom	 $3,950 
Dia de los Niños, Digital Storytelling & Discovery Center	 $32,500 
F & R Museum Demonstrations & Hands On Programs	 $75,860 
HPD Outreach, HPD State Archaeology  
Fair & Archaeology Outreach	 $49,500 
MIAC Outreach Program & Naturalist Center	 $48,500 
NMMNHS Family Days, Outreach & In-House Programs	 $14,000 
Palace School Groups & Palace Special Events	 $57,370 
Performing Arts Institute	 $25,000 
Project ASTRO-NM, Shuttle Camp & Star Lab	 $113,000 
Proyecto Futuro & Teacher Training 	 $85,000 
School Days - School Projects, School Tours  
& Tours with Hands-on Activities	 $26,000 
State Library Youth Services	 $80,000 
Sun Mountain Gathering & Winterfeast	 $7,000 
Van of Enchantment & Voces	 $66,500 
DCA Agency Sum	 $704,580 

Department of Health	
Family Infant Toddler Program	 $31,648,000 
DOH Agency Sum	 $31,648,000 

Higher Education Department	
College Affordability Scholarship	 $1,250,000 
Legislative Lottery Scholarship	 $35,862,400 
HED Agency Sum	 $37,112,400 

Department of Workforce Solutions	
At-Risk-Youth, Workforce Investment Act	 $5,172,067 
DWS Agency Sum	 $5,172,067 

Public Education Department	
21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC)	 $7,716,972 
Career-Technical Education	 $4,863,380 
Charter School 	 $4,620,000 
Core Curriculum	 $381,598 
Educational Technology & Tech-Prep Education	 $9,748,680 
Family & Youth Resource Program	 $1,500,000 
Full Day Kindergarten Program, K-Three Plus	 $132,472,602 
GED Tests	 $161,000 
General Obligations Bond C	 $3,000,000 
Various Programs for Keeping Kids in School	 $2,651,505 
Incentives for School Improvement	 $1,600,000 
Indian Education	 $2,997,375 
Mentoring Diverse Abilities	 $286,775 
NM PreK	 $4,744,892 
NM Standards-Based Assessments,  
NMHSCE & NM Alternate Assessment 	 $3,606,169 
Reading First & William F. Goodling Even Start  
Family Literacy	 $10,566,326 
Rural Low Income Grant & Safe and  
Drug-Free Schools	 $3,627,526 
Special Education Bureau & Special  
Education for Gifted	 $108,341,327 
State Bilingual Education-Title III Programs	 $39,024,398 
Title I School Improvement, Title I-A,  
Title I-C Migrant	 $111,919,272 
Title V-A	 $539,925 
PED Agency Sum	 $454,369,722 

educated  
budget report

PED
$454.4
84.9%

HED
$37.1
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DOH
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Total funding for educated outcomes by agency FY 2007
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Graph 14 reflects total state, federal and other funding 
support in FY 07 for programs that support educated 
outcomes in children. The list to the right provides a 
detail of the total funding per agency program reflected by  
this graph. Funding does not reflect total recurring public 
education (Pre-K-12) appropriations.
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Graph 15 depicts total state, federal and other funding 
that support educational outcomes for NM’s children 
and youth between FY 05 and FY 09. This chart reflects 
funding from all programs from all programs reported 
in the children’s budget devoted to educated outcomes, 
not just PED initiatives. Total recurring appropriations 
for public (PreK-12) education are not reflected in this 
graph. Readers are referred to graph 17 for this data.24
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Graph 17 displays total recurring state public education 
(PreK-12) appropriations for FY 05 – FY 09. The 
upward trend of recurring funds for investment in  
public education is not solely attributable to increased 
student enrollment. 

Graph 16 shows state and federal funding information 
for early childhood care and education programs for FY 
05 to FY 09. Research has established that high quality 
early education is a good public investment. High 
quality early education contributes to reduced special 
education referrals & grade retentions, reduced dropouts, 
increased high school graduation, college attendance and 
employment. NM state funding increased by roughly 
56% from about $115.2 million in FY 05 to about $180.2 
million in FY 09. After a fairly sharp decline between FY 
05 and FY 06, federal funding between FY 06 and FY 09 
has effectively remained flat.25

Graph 18 displays state funding for early education and 
care programs, PreK and full day kindergarten (FDK). 
NM’s Executive and Legislature have long recognized the 
importance of supporting early education. For example, 
NM’s voluntary FDK educates over 98% of 5-year-
olds each year. The voluntary PreK initiative began in 
school year 2005-2006 (FY 06). Research shows that over 
90% of brain growth occurs between B to 5 (entrance 
to kindergarten). High quality early education helps 
reduce the achievement gap between ethnic groups and 
economically disadvantaged and advantaged children.26
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Graph 19 displays state funding for elementary fine arts 
education between FY 05 and FY 09. Established in 
school year 2002-2003, the Legislature provided an initial 
appropriation of $4.0 million. Since then, state funding 
has increased over seven fold by FY 09 to $29 million. 
Improving the aesthetic abilities of the child can 
contribute to a better understanding of mathematics and 
culture, as well as improving the job outlooks for New 
Mexicans who seek employment in the state’s burgeoning 
film industry or its long established arts community. 
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Graph 20 K-3 Plus reflects funding (state and one year 
of federal) for a program that increases the length of the 
school year by 25 days in kindergarten through grade 
three in selected schools statewide. Originally a three-
year pilot program started in 2003-2004 for kindergarten, 
it has been extended to grades first through third to 
demonstrate the extent to which increased time in the 
classroom can narrow the achievement gap and increase 
cognitive skills for economically disadvantaged students. 
High-poverty schools are the primary focus of the 
program. The increase in funding in FY 08 reflects the 
expansion of the program to grades first through third. 
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Graph 21 Elementary physical education displays funding 
for FY 06 through FY 09. Taught by licensed physical 
education teachers, the program is a priority initiative 
of the Executive. The initiative targets elementary 
school children from kindergarten through fifth grade 
by increasing physical activity and providing nutrition 
education. The elementary physical education program 
and the nutrition and obesity awareness initiatives 
provide a coordinated approach to improving the overall 
health of children and increase the likelihood they  
will continue these positive behaviors and habits of mind 
well into adulthood. 
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Graph 22 shows state funding for the Legislative Lottery 
Success Scholarship (LLSS) FY 05 to FY 09 and the 
College Affordability Scholarship (CAS) FY 07 to FY 09. 
Beginning with their second semester, the LLSS provides 
NM high school graduates with tuition support for higher 
education. The LLSS is funded from the Lottery Tuition 
Fund established within the NM Lottery Act and may 
pay up to 100% of tuition at a NM public postsecondary 
institution. The CAS provides need-based financial aid to 
students in NM public colleges and universities who do 
not qualify for the LLSS.

20  E D U C A T E D



S A F E  21 

safe

School safety: The percentage of parents who felt their  
children were safe in new mexico public schools

How is New Mexico doing?
Of the 56,414 parents who participated in the Quality of Education 
Survey for School Year 2007-2008, a total 87% either agreed (55%) 
or strongly agreed (32%) with the following statement “My child is 
safe at school.” This represents a 1% increase since 2004-05. 

What does this mean?
NM schools need to be safe and secure places for students, teachers 
and staff members in order that youth fulfill their potential in school. 
When the environment is unsafe, teachers may have difficulty 
teaching and students may have difficulty learning. Clear policies, 
expectations and crisis management routines are needed to address 
bullying, dress codes, attendance, playground behaviors, mediation , 
alcohol and drug use, a weapons-free-environment and dealing with 
potential suicides. Staff must be educated and skilled in identifying 
and dealing with these issues.27
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The following section provides 
an overview of indicators and 
budget information related to 
efforts to support the Children’s 
Cabinet safe outcome.
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Youth suicide: The percentage of high school students who 
seriously considered suicide

How is New Mexico doing?
In 2007, 19.3% of New Mexico public high school students said they 
had seriously considered attempting suicide in the past 12 months. 
More females than males said they seriously considered, while males 
are more likely to actually commit suicide. The percent of affected 
teens in New Mexico has not changed significantly between 2003 
and 2007.

How does New Mexico compare to the nation?
In 2007, 14.5% of US high school youth said they had seriously 
considered suicide; the range was from 10.2-19.3%; and NM had the 
worst score among all the states. In contrast to NM, among the 38 
states that asked this question in the youth survey, there was gradual 
decrease between 2003 and 2007.

What does this mean?
When teenagers experience problems or strong feelings, suicide may 
appear to be a solution. School based health centers work to reduce 
the stigma against seeking mental health services and to promote 
the idea that it is good to get help. It is necessary to provide suicide 
prevention and intervention while also working with people after 
a tragic suicide. Prevention research shows that youth who feel 
connected to their family, schools and community are less likely to 
engage in risky behavior.29

Childhood injury: The rate of unintentional fatal injuries, age 
1–4 years per 100,000 population

How is New Mexico doing?
In the period 2004-06 there were nearly 15 unintentional fatal 
injuries in children age 1-4 years for every 100,000 children in that 
age group; motor vehicle crashes were the most common cause of 
deaths in this age group, for a rate of 14.7/100,000 children. The 
rate is equivalent to 22 deaths due to motor vehicle crashes and  
26 deaths due to other causes such as a fall, burn, drowning or 
unintentional poisoning.

How does New Mexico compare to the nation?
US data suggest a decreasing trend of 4%; NM had a net increase in 
trend of 1.3% for the period 2000 through 2006.

What does this mean?
Regardless of cause, the majority of fatal injuries were potentially 
preventable. Despite the diligence of certified car seat technicians 
who check car seats for proper installation, 80% wind up incorrectly 
installed because parents move car seats from vehicle to vehicle 
without professional assistance. Vehicle speed is also a factor. Other 
deaths include falls, burns, drownings or poisonings. The majority 
occur in the home. Home visiting programs could help to reduce 
these injuries through parent education regarding hazards and injury 
prevention for very young children.28
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Domestic violence: The percentage of new mothers who were 
physically abused by a husband or partner during pregnancy

How is New Mexico doing?
In 2006, an estimated 5.4% of new mothers reported they were 
physically abused by a husband or partner during pregnancy. In 2006 
an estimated 63.8% of new mothers reported that their prenatal 
care provider discussed physical abuse with them, up from 59.4% 
in 2005. 

How does New Mexico compare to the nation?
NM ranked 25th of 27 states collecting PRAMS data in 2002. More 
importantly, the national goal is to reduce the rate of physical assault 
by current or former intimate partner to 3.3 per 1,000 couples age 12 
years and older. The NM rate of 5.4% in 2006 would be equivalent 
to 54 per 1,000 in the population having live births, many times 
greater than the national goal of 3.3 among couples.

What does this mean?
Domestic violence has short-and long-term effects on adults and 
children. It is a complex issue that requires many-pronged strategies 
and interagency collaboration on housing, legal assistance, advocacy, 
health care, prevention; and promising prevention practices such as 
home visiting for mothers and children age 0-3 years.31

Child abuse: The number of completed investigations and 
substantiated victims in New Mexico

How is New Mexico doing?
The number of completed investigations within a year has remained 
fairly constant in the range of 16,000. In 2005 there were nearly 
4,000 more investigations completed than in other years, due to a 
major effort to clear a backlog of pending investigations. The overall 
5-year average was 17,010 investigations per year. 

How does New Mexico compare to the nation?
In 2006, the reported rate of maltreatment for NM was 11.6 
per 1,000 children <18 in the population; the national rate was 
12.1 per 1,000 children. There were 22 states with rates higher  
than NM.

What does this mean?
A substantiated case means child maltreatment was confirmed by 
the investigation. Child victims are more likely to have learning, 
development and behavioral problems as youth and adults. The 
majority of cases are in children under age 5 years. Home visiting 
services during pregnancy and while children are 0-3 years old can 
be an effective maltreatment prevention strategy.30
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Total funding trend by safe outcome
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Graph 24 reflects total state, federal and other funding 
between FY 05 and FY 09 for programs providing safe 
outcomes for NM children. Safe outcomes include 
providing secure settings for children in their homes, 
schools and communities. 

Graph 23 reflects total state, federal and other funding 
support in FY 07 for programs that support safe outcomes to 
NM Children. The list to the right provides a detail of the 
total funding per agency program reflected by this graph.

Programs Supporting Safe Outcomes by Agency  
(Total funding FY 07)

Children, Youth and Families Department
Abuse & Neglect Prevention-Children’s Trust Fund	  $345,000 
Child Care	  $78,365,572 
CPS Intake	  $2,601,400 
CPS Investigation	  $14,191,004 
Domestic Violence Services	  $10,530,853 
Family Case Advocacy	  $311,000 
In-home Services	  $19,833,704 
Juvenile Parole Board	  $401,300 
NonSecure Alternatives	  $214,000 
Permanency Planning	  $38,917,207 
Training & Technical Assistance	  $2,500,000 
CYFD Agency Sum	  $168,211,040 

Department of Cultural Affairs
F & R Special Events	  $14,000 
Monument Children’s Programs	  $70,000 
Museum Exhibition Program	  $350,000 
National History Day	  $5,000 
DCA Agency Sum	  $439,000 

Department of Finance and Administration
Citizens Review Board	  $600,000 
DFA Agency Sum	  $600,000 

Department of Health
NM SAFE KIDS Coalition	  $84,648 
DOH Agency Sum	  $84,648 

Department of Workforce Solution
Work Permits	  $74,000 
DWS Agency Sum	  $74,000 
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Child abuse and neglect prevention and intervention
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Graph 25 shows funding for programs that deal with 
child abuse & neglect intervention in NM. Child abuse 
and neglect can have profound, long-term negative 
consequences, including diminished self-image, depression 
and anxiety, violent behavior, sleep disorders, difficulties in 
school and the potential for becoming an abuser in later 
life. Abuse is generally categorized in terms of physical, 
emotional or sexual; whereas neglect is a pattern of failing 
to provide for a child’s basic needs. With treatment, 
many children and parents can be reunited as a family, 
contingent upon the severity of the abuse and the success 
of the interventions. Risk factors may include poverty, 
mental illness, or substance or alcohol abuse by the parent 
or caregivers.32
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Graph 27 home visitation programs refer to model programs 
that provide in-home visits to targeted vulnerable or new 
families. Home visitation programs, either stand-alone 
programs or center-based programs, serve children 0-5. 
Eligible families may receive services as early as the prenatal 
stage. Because a child’s early years are critical for optimal 
development and provide a foundation for success in school 
and life, home visiting can make a lifetime of difference. 
Nurses and other professionals conduct home visits on a 
weekly, bimonthly, or monthly basis. Program goals include 
an increase in positive parenting practices, an improvement 
in the health of the entire family, improved family self-
sufficiency, and enhanced school readiness for children.34
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Graph 26 in homes where domestic violence occurs, 
children are at high risk for suffering physical abuse. Even 
if not physically abused, the emotional effects of witnessing 
domestic violence are very similar to the psychological 
trauma of child abuse. Domestic violence is defined as 
a pattern of coercive tactics that can include physical, 
psychological, sexual and emotional abuse, perpetrated 
by one person against a cohabitant. Frequently, family 
violence perpetuates itself—as battered children often 
become batterers or battered women. State funding for 
domestic violence services and prevention increased 
roughly two-thirds from about $5.6 million (FY 05) to 
about $9.3 million (FY 09).33
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Child poverty: The percentage of NM children under 18 years 
living in poverty

How is New Mexico doing? 
In 2007, an estimated 22% of NM children under age 18 lived at or 
below 100% of the federal poverty level (FPL); which was equivalent 
to $20,560 for a family of 4, affecting about 117,855 children age 0-18 
years of age. The proportion of children living in poverty declined 
slightly between 2006 and 2007. NM data are 3-year averages due to 
sampling; US are single year estimates.

How does New Mexico compare to the nation? 
In 2007 an estimated 18% of US children age 0-18 years of age lived 
in poverty. NM ranked with the 6th poorest group of states (NM, 
OK, NC and SC). The national average for poverty increased, as is 
the case with more states than last year.

What does this mean? 
With over 1 in 5 children living in poverty, the state has many 
challenges for promoting optimal growth and development. The 
state’s high rate of poverty is associated with greater risks for illness, 
injury, and death; and with children’s failure in school. Safety net 
services such as food stamps, Medicaid, and WIC are effective in 
reducing illness and premature death. The state’s initiatives in 
child tax credits and liveable wages may be contributing to modest 
improvements in this indicator.35
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The following section provides 
an overview of indicators and 
budget information related to 
efforts to support the Children’s 
Cabinet supported outcome.
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Figure 17. The percentage of NM children under 18 
years living in poverty
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Food security: The percentage of households with low and 
very low food security, NM and US

How is New Mexico doing?
In 2004-06, an estimated 10.3% of NM households had low food 
security; 5.8% had very low security; in all, 16.1% of households had 
some degree of food insecurity. To have low food security is to have 
reduced quality, variety and less of desirable foods; to have very low 
food security includes going without food.

How does New Mexico compare to the nation? 
In 2004-06, an estimated 7.4% of US households had low food 
security; 3.9% had very low food security. NM has ranked among 5 
states with lowest food security since data collection began in 1996. 
Food insecurity is 2-3 times greater among poor families; and higher 
among households with children, and single parent households.

What does this mean? 
Food security—access by all people at all times to enough food for 
an active, healthy life—is necessary for a population to be healthy 
and well nourished. Federal, state and community level safety net 
programs work to alleviate the effects of poverty and hunger on 
children and families, among them: state and tribal WIC programs 
serving over half of pregnant women and children under age 5, the 
Food Stamp program serving very low income families with an 
average monthly benefit of $86 per person in 2006, School-based 
meal programs for low income children; as well as community based 
food pantries, emergency kitchens and food banks. Many programs 
teach cooking to stretch the food dollar.36
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Family involvement: The percentage of NM children age 0–5 
years of age who were read to daily, 2003

How is New Mexico doing?
In 2003, 42.9% of New Mexican children age five and under were read 
to daily. Daily reading varied by income with 57.1% of children with 
family incomes at 400% FPL or greater read to daily versus 41% of 
children in low income families. It also varied by race/ethnicity with 
55% of non-Hispanic White children being read to daily versus 38% 
of Hispanic children. Reading was higher in two parent households 
(44%) than single parent households (34%). 

How does New Mexico compare to the nation? 
At 42.9%, New Mexico ranked 44th in the nation. On average 47.8% 
of children in the nation were read to each day.

What does this mean? 
Learning to read is built on language skills that children start learning 
at birth. Children develop different skills each year, so that by age 7 
most are reading. Reading skills are important to a child’s success 
in school and work and parents play an important role in helping 
children to read. With only 51% of NM 4th graders achieving reading 
proficiency, parents need to turn off the TV and set an example by 
reading; reading together and reading to young children.37
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Programs Supporting Supported Outcomes by Agency  
(Total funding FY 07) 
Aging and Long Term Services Department	

Foster Grandparent Program	  $3,077,030 
Kinship Caregivers Raising Grandchildren	  $200,000 
ALTSD Agency Sum	  $3,277,030 

Children, Youth and Families Department	
Independent Living Services	  $1,107,632 
Post Adoption Decree Services	  $25,270,018 
CYFD Agency Sum	  $26,377,650 

Department of Cultural Affairs	
NMArts Granting Program	  $1,305,116 
DCA Agency Sum	  $1,305,116 

Human Services Department	
Child Support Enforcement	  $29,819,300 
Food and Nutrition Services Bureau	  $7,671,974 
Food Stamp E&T Childcare	  $1,202,000 
TANF Cash Assistance Program	  $63,871,100 
TANF Child Care	  $32,219,300 
HSD Agency Sum	  $134,783,674 

Public Education Department	
Priority Schools Bureau (3)	  $10,961,721 
PED Agency Sum	  $10,961,721 
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Total funding trend by supported outcome
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Graph 29 Total funding by supported outcome reflects 
total state, federal and other funding devoted towards 
providing supported outcomes for NM’s children between 
FY 05 and FY 09. Supported outcomes include initiatives 
that address increasing family involvement and reducing 
childhood poverty. 

Graph 28 reflects total state, federal and other funding 
support in FY 07 for programs that provide supported 
outcomes to NM children. The list to the right provides 
a detail of the total funding per agency program reflected 
by this graph.
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Child food security
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Graph 30 reflects total state and federal funding for 
programs that address child food security. According to the 
American Dietetic Association, food insecurity is associated 
with negative nutritional and non-nutritional outcomes in 
adults, adolescents, and children, including poor nutritional 
status, poor health, and increased risk for the development 
of chronic diseases, reduced cognitive functioning, and 
substandard academic achievement. At the state level, the 
NM Food and Agricultural Policy Council, a collaborative 
comprised of various organizations and state agencies, 
coordinates policy initiatives arising from the food and 
agriculture systems, including food security.38



heading

Service learning: The number of partner groups trained 
in service learning methods

How is New Mexico doing?
Service learning is a teaching and learning strategy that integrates 
meaningful community service with instruction and reflection 
to enrich the learning experience, teach civic responsibility, and 
strengthen communities. The report this year is focused on the 
state’s progress in building capacity to offer service learning 
in schools. In 2008, training in service learning methods had 
been provided to 200 teachers in 70 schools from 16 school 
districts; 12 college, universities or university branches; and 
150 community organizational partners. An estimated 3,000 
students have participated in diverse service learning initiatives.

What does this mean? 
Research shows that high-quality service-learning programs 
benefit students, schools, and communities. Community service 
learning helps create and support environments where “everyone 
is learning, everyone is serving.” Service learning helps create 
people who are smarter, more caring and more engaged in 
civic life. In one northern NM charter school project, 6-8th 
grade students operate a greenhouse that incorporates learning 
cultural diversity, the science of growing nutritious and healthy 
food, and youth entrepreneurship. They sell produce at local 
markets, provide locally grown healthy food in the school, and 
supply food for local charities and summer feeding programs.39 
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The following section provides 
an overview of indicators and 
budget information related to 
efforts to support the Children’s 
Cabinet involved outcome.
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Youth involvement: The percentage of youth who volunteer 
in their communities

How is New Mexico doing?
In 2007, nearly 61% of NM youth in public high schools said yes, 
that they volunteered to help other people outside of their home or 
school in 2007, down almost 8% points from 2005. 

How does New Mexico compare to the nation? 
According to the Corporation of National and Community 
Service, in 2007 an estimated 16% of NM youth age 16-24 years 
of age volunteered as compared to 22.3% in the nation; youth 
volunteered a median 45 hours per year. High school students in the  
state reported a much higher level (60.8%), although the state 
survey included informal volunteering as well as volunteering with  
an agency. 

What does this mean?
When youth volunteer they gain opportunities to make positive 
contributions to their community while learning important life skills. 
Such experience can dramatically change risk factors associated with 
unsupervised hours after the school bell rings and before parents come 
home from work. All sectors in communities have the opportunity to 
reach out to young people and engage them in volunteer activities.40

Supportive relationships for youth: The percentage of youth 
who have caring & supportive relationships at home, school, 
community and with peers

How is New Mexico doing?
Caring and supportive relationships vary. In the home it can be an 
adult who is interested in the young person’s school work, that can 
talk about problems and who listens; almost 66% of NM youth have 
this kind of social support. In the school it can be a teacher who cares 
about young people, notices when they are absent and listens when 
youth have something to say; only 55.3% of NM youth have this kind 
of support at school. In the community it is having responsible adults 
that youth know and trust, know they care about them and who take 
notice when youth are upset; 71.5% of NM youth report they have 
this kind of support. Support from peers is highest, at 78.8%.

What does this mean? 
Caring and supportive relationships are key to success in school and 
in life outside school. Between half and three-quarters of youth have 
support; but even more important is how strong that support may 
be. When young people experience a high degree of support in the 
family, school or community context, they are less likely to engage 
certain risk behaviors such as drinking and driving, binge drinking, 
smoking, marijuana use, alcohol or drug use, unprotected sex, and 
suicide attempts.41

0

25

50

75

100
Did Not Volunteer

Volunteered

0

25

50

75

100
Did Not Volunteer

Volunteered

0

20

40

60

80

100
2007

2005

2003



32  I N V O L V E D

Total funding trend by involved outcome
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Graph 32 reflects the total state, federal and other funding 
for programs devoted to providing involved outcomes for 
New Mexico’s children and youth between FY 05 and FY 
09. Involved outcomes include those that promote positive 
engagement between children and their schools, families 
and communities.

Programs Supporting Involved Outcomes by Agency  
(Total funding FY 07)

Children, Youth and Families Department
Americorps	  $2,005,800 
Juvenile Community Corrections	  $3,400,000 
CYFD Agency Sum	  $5,405,800 

Department of Corrections	
P.S. I Love You	  $2,855 
Family Transportation Assistance 	  $20,000 
Fathers as Readers	  $8,448 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Family Services	  $297,000 
Televisits	  $6,500 
Wings Family Events- For LIFE & Children’s Backpacks	  $71,750 
DOC Agency Sum	  $406,553 

Department of Cultural Affairs	
Ames After School Program	  $40,000 
Arts Alive, Folk Art to Go, Dia de los Muertos	  $127,100 
Bilingual Program, Boys and Girls Club  
Art Program & Drawing from the Well	  $400 
Chuck Wagon Cooking & Community Schools	  $5,500 
Historic Preservation Month	  $12,000 
Junior Docent & Student Intern Programs	  $22,000 
NHCC Family Days & Sun Mountain	  $8,550 
Sandia Mtn. Center & Student Ecology Prog	  $245,000 
Young Adult Program & Young Explorers	  $43,200 
DCA Agency Sum	  $503,750 

Department of Workforce Solutions	
DIAL A TEEN & High School Career Center	  $544,700 
DWS Agency Sum	  $544,700 

Public Education Department	
Fine Arts Education	  $23,000,000 
Partnership in Character Education	  $744,476 
PED Agency Sum	  $23,744,476 

PED
$23.7

77.6%

Total funding for involved outcomes by agency FY 2007
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Graph 31 reflects total state, federal and other funding 
support in FY 07 for programs that provide involved 
outcomes to NM children. The list to the right provides a 
detail of the total funding per agency program reflected by 
this graph.
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Graph 36 Research has established that teacher quality 
is the single most important factor in a child’s success in 
the classroom. Many factors contribute to teacher quality, 
including the teacher’s higher education, licensing, 
hiring practices and professional development. Various 
NM agencies provide professional development to 
PreK-12 educators statewide. Cumulative state funding 
for professional development has risen steadily from 
approximately $46.9 million in FY 05 to over $63.1 million 
in FY 09, a 35% increase. During the same period, federal 
support for professional development of educators has 
dropped sharply from nearly $80.3 million to about $48.4 
million, a 40% decline.44 

Graph 33 Illustrates funding for programs that 
encourage youth to be involved with their communities 
and teach dependability, responsibility, commitment, 
citizenship skills and civic responsibility. DCA hosts all 
programs represented in this graph.42 

Graph 34 Children who are hungry cannot learn. 
Hunger in childhood can lead to irreversible mental 
stunting, lower intelligence quotients (IQs) and reduced 
capacities to learn. Eating meals at school can serve as a 
counter to poor enrollment and attendance and reduced 
attention span caused by hunger. NM has made a strong 
commitment to providing breakfast to an increasing 
number of elementary school children. According to 
figures from PED, since FY 06 when the elementary 
breakfast program began, the number of children served 
has expanded more than two and one-half times from 
approximately 29,000 to a projected 78,000 in FY 09.

Indian affairs department capital outlays 
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Graph 35 As a Children’s Cabinet agency, the Indian Affairs 
Department provides capital funding to various tribal and 
pueblo community projects that serve Native American 
youth across the state. Programs receiving such funding 
include the construction of sports fields; wellness centers; 
learning centers; community and art centers. The graph 
illustrates aggregated capital outlays for FY 04 to FY 08.43
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Graph 38 Meaningful adult supervised activities for school 
children during out-of-school hours (before and after the 
regular school day) provide a safe location for children 
while their parents are at work. Research has established 
that children and young people who do not have access to 
quality out-of-school programs are more likely to engage 
in high-risk behaviors, such as alcohol and substance abuse, 
truancy, sexual activity and attendant risks for pregnancy 
or STDs, criminal acts or violence towards themselves  
and others.46 

Graph 37 When a child is not present in school they cannot 
engage in the academic process. Truancy can be a warning 
sign that suggests a child may be giving up and is at risk for 
dropping out. Dropping out of school reduces the child’s 
opportunities for becoming a productive citizen and doubles 
the likelihood of receiving welfare as a child who remains in 
school and graduates from high school. The commitment 
NM has made to supporting programs designed to keep 
children in school is reflected in the increased funding over 
the past five fiscal years from $2.7 million in FY 05 to nearly 
$4.6 million in FY 09, an increase of nearly 70 percent.45
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NM aggregate low income comprehensive tax rebates
and child day care credit for tax years 2003–2007
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Graph 40 illustrates federal tax credits, including Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC), Child & Dependent Care Tax 
Credit (CDCTC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC) taken 
by New Mexico families for tax years 2003-2006.48

Graph 39 displays aggregated state tax rebates or credits 
realized by New Mexico families that claimed either the 
Low Income Comprehensive Tax Rebate (LICTR) or 
the Child Day Care Credit (CDCC) for tax years 2003  
to 2007.47
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Total FundingState Agency
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Sum of 2009 
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Department of Health

Human Services Department

Public Education Department

Children, Youth and  
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 25  $161,922,094  25  $164,779,827  25  $183,087,634  24  $196,652,042  23  $211,348,178 

 6  $1,038,597,822  6  $995,716,585  6  $1,119,992,674  6  $1,220,287,727  6  $1,299,016,750 

42  $477,188,215  47  $475,258,052  47  $500,757,599  46  $523,333,253  43  $556,686,724 

25  $253,695,562  27  $253,785,946  27  $263,922,250  27  $281,083,451  27  $282,489,964 

 1  $21,255,847  1  $23,975,549  2  $37,112,400  2  $40,704,000  2  $43,530,400 

60  $3,470,960  59  $3,436,210  58  $2,952,446  59  $3,188,610  56  $2,997,300 

 5  $237,386  5  $226,386  7  $406,553  7  $451,200  8  $949,320 

 1  $518,000  1  $600,000  1  $600,000  1  $600,000  1  $600,000 

 1  $2,914,409  1  $2,978,220  2  $3,277,030  2  $3,396,704  2  $3,386,807 

 0    0    2  $1,000,000  4  $1,420,000  9  $1,660,000 

 6  $6,451,485  6  $6,001,494  6  $5,790,767  6  $5,449,732  6  $4,894,955 

172  $1,966,251,780  178  $1,926,758,269  183  $2,118,899,353  184  $2,276,566,719  183  $2,407,560,398 

Table 4 provides a detail of total number of programs and funding by Children’s Cabinet agency by fiscal year. The number of programs varies 
by fiscal year in some instances because not all programs received funding every fiscal year. In some cases, fiscal year totals have been rounded. 
The PED Agency totals do not the reflect the six professional development programs listed in previous notes. Indian Afairs Department funding 
began in FY 2007.

Total funding by state agency FY 05-FY 09

total funding by state agency
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Profile

1.	� Census estimates: 2006 estimates done by the Bureau of Business and Economic  
Research (BBER) of the University of NM.

2.	� Immigrant and foreign born: Population Reference Bureau analysis of the 2005 Amer-
ican Community Survey. 

3.	� Relationship between poverty and child health: Columbia University Center for  
Children in Poverty, www.nccp.org 

Budget Summary

4.	� Graphs 1 & 2 do not reflect funds allocated to the following programs in the Pub-
lic Education Department: Advanced Placement; Summer Reading, Math & Science  
Institutes; Professional Development Fund; Three Tiered Licensure; Title II-Part A; 
and Transition to Teaching. These programs provided professional development to 
teachers but did not provide direct services for students. The same qualification holds 
for all graphs in this report except where specifically noted for inclusion. 

5.	� Graph 2 – Total funding by outcome for children birth-21 including total recur-
ring education appropriations: Provides a detail of funding per Children’s Cabinet 
Outcome area for FY 05-FY 09 with the educated outcome showing total recurring 
education appropriations as well as all programs other agencies beyond the PED  
categorized under that outcome.

6.	� Graph 4 – 2007 total spending by outcome: Healthy refers to physical fitness and 
mental health. Educated refers to preparedness for and success in school. Safe refers 
to family and community safety and support. Supported refers to successful transition 
to purposeful adulthood and employment. Involved refers to valued contributions to 
and active participation in communities. FY 07 was selected to represent the five fiscal 
years addressed in this report. 

7.	� Graph 5 – 2007 total spending by outcome including total education appropriations:  
Total education appropriations include the state equalization guarantee, total public 
school support, and related recurring appropriations as defined by the NM Depart-
ment of Finance and Administration.

Healthy

8. 	� Figure 1 – Healthy birth index: New Mexico Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring  
System (PRAMS), an ongoing survey of new mothers; NM Department of  
Health www.health.state.nm.us/phd/prams/home.html. Multistate comparisons  
from L. Williams, B. Morrow, et al, PRAMS 2002 Surveillance Report. Atlanta, GA 
www.cdc.gov/prams

9. 	� Figure 2 – Teen birth rate: 2007 NM data are preliminary and subject to change.  
The birth rate is number of births per 1,000 women in age group. Census counts are 
from the Bureau of Business and Economic Research (BBER) Population Estimates,  
University of New Mexico. Released 2006. http://www.unm.edu/~bber. The birth 
rate is from NM Vital Records and Health Statistics. National estimates at www.cdc.
gov/nchs and search teen birth rate.

10.	� Figure 3 – Child health insurance: Annual Social & Economic Supplement, Current 
Population Survey: single year estimate at http://pbudb3.census.gov/macro/032008/
health/h10_000.htm; three year average estimate is found at http://www.census.gov/
hhes/

11.	� Figure 4 – Healthy weight: Data are from the NM Youth Risk Resiliency Survey 
(YRRS) 2007, NM Dept. of Health and the National Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
2005, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), www.health.state.nm.us. 
Data are based on student self report of height and weight and a calculation of body 
mass index (BMI). NM WIC data are from the NM Dept. of Health.

12.	� Figure 5 –  Childhood immunizations: The 4:3:1:3:3:1 series is made up of 4 Diptheria-
Tetanus-Pertussis shots, 3 Polio, 1 Measles-Mumps-Rubella, 3 H-Influenza b, 3 Hepa-
titis B, and 1 dose of varicella (chicken pox). data come from the National Immunization  
Survey (NIS) of the CDC. http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/stats-surv/nis/data/
tables_2007.htm 

13.	� Graph 8 – Medical screening: Programs reflected in this graph include: CYFD – CBH 
Community-Based Services, CBH Wrap Around Services; DOH – Children’s Medical 
Services Family Infant Toddler Program, Family Planning Program, Newborn Ge-
netic Screening, Newborn Hearing Screening Program, and Rural Primary Health 
Care Act. 

14.	� Graph 9 – School-based health services: The SBHCs offer an array of services by a 
multidisciplinary team, including primary care for injuries and illness, well-child ex-
ams, immunizations and laboratory tests, over-the-counter medications and prescrip-
tions, as well as referrals to other providers. Behavioral Health is addressed through 
awareness and outreach, including suicide prevention; alcohol and substance abuse 
counseling; screening for depression; individual, group and family therapy; crisis in-
tervention; and telehealth services. Prevention provides health promotion and risk 
reduction programs; HIV/AIDS and STD awareness and education; and nutrition, 
sports, and physical activity counseling. SBHCs are an integral part of the state’s 
health care system that helps ensure equity, access, and opportunity for all children. 

15.	� Graph 10 – Nutrition/obesity awareness and prevention programs: Programs in-
clude: DOH – Coordinated Approach to Child Health (CATCH), New Mexico 
WIC Program, Office of School Health,; HSD – Food and Nutrition Services  
Bureau; PED – After School Enrichment, Elementary Physical Education and  
Obesity Prevention. 

16.	� Graph 11 – Family planning services: Programs include: DOH – Family Planning, 
Office of School Health; PED – Graduation, Reality and Dual-Role Skills (GRADS). 
For more information, refer to: The State Center for Health Statistics, “New Mexico 
Selected Health Statistics Annual Report 2006,” (September 2008). 

17. 	� Graphs 12 & 13 – NewMexiKids (Medicaid): Estimated number of children served 
and average per child expenditure (avg. exp.) – FY 05 – 334,828 (actual), $2,649 avg. 
exp.; FY 06 – 327,444 (actual), $2,615 avg. exp.; FY 07 – 334,828 (estimate), $2,942 
avg. exp.; FY 08 – 336,597 (estimate), $3,213 avg. exp.; and FY 09 – 361,202 (estimate), 
$3,181 avg. exp.

Educated

18.	� Figure 6 – Access to high quality learning: NM Association for the Education of 
Young Children, NM T.E.A.C.H.® 2008. The data are inclusive of all funding sources 
for TEACH scholarships; Pass rates for competency testing were from NM PED.

	� NM TEACH at NM Assn Educators of Young Children (NMAEYC) has information 
about teach scholarships at http://www.nmaeyc.org/helpwanted.htm 

19.	� Figure 7 – Access to high quality learning: CYFD; Family Services; Stars Report July 
2004-08; star ratings at http://www.newmexicokids.org/caregivers/

	� The Star Rating for Early Childcare Providers is described at http://www.newmexi-
cokids.org/caregivers/ 

20.	� Figure 8 – Performance at grade level: New Mexico Test Results and Achievement 
Gaps, 2006-2007; New Mexico Public Education Department, Assessment and Ac-
countability, August 2008. There are no US data because comparison of scores for 
standards-based assessments among states is inappropriate because each state develops 
their assessment based on unique content and performance standards.

21.	� Figure 9 – Highly qualified teacher: Report of Core Classes Taught by Highly Quali-
fied Teachers by Elementary, Middle and High Schools, NM Public Education De-
partment; for definitions see http://www.teachnm.org/docs/highly_qualified.pdf

	� Highly qualified teacher (HQT) for core classes: The core academic subjects are Eng-
lish, language arts, reading, mathematics, science, modern and classical languages, ex-
cept the modern and classical Native American languages and cultures of New Mexico 
tribes or pueblos, the arts, including music and visual arts, and social studies, which 
includes civics, government, economics, history, and geography. See definitions and 
more information at http://www.teachnm.org/docs/highly_qualified.pdf 

22.	 Figure 10 – Truancy: NM Public Education Department

23.	� Figure 11 – Disparities in college enrollment: Disparities in student to general popula-
tion ratios were based on the inter-censual estimates from the Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research (BBER) of the University of New Mexico (UNM) for 2006; the 
student counts based on fall enrollment from the Higher Education Department for 
2007. Racial and ethnic counts included Hispanic students, and non-Hispanic students 
who were Native Americans, African Americans and All Others races. The category 
All Others included non-Hispanic White, Asian and Pacific Islander, Hawaiian, stu-
dents who had combined racial backgrounds and those who did not provide racial 
information. 

24.	� Graph 15 – Total funding trend by educated outcome: Graph reflects all Children’s 
Cabinet agency programs identified as supporting the educated outcome. Graph does 
not include total recurring public education (PreK–12) appropriations. 

25.	� Graph 16 – State and federal funding for early childhood education: Programs  
include: PED – Full Day Kindergarten, Kindergarten three plus, William F. Good-
ling Even Start,; combined PED & CYFD – NM PreK; CYFD – Early Childhood 
Development, Head Start; DOH – NM SAFE Kids Coalition; and HSD – TANF 
Child Care.

26.	� Graph 18 – State funding early childhood education: Experts in early education report 
that a high quality early education can contribute to reducing the achievement gap 
between ethnic groups and advantaged and disadvantaged children. State funded PreK 
for four year olds began in FY 06. Graph does not reflect the K-Three Plus initiative 
that builds on an earlier program that increased by 25 the number of days children  
in participating schools spent in kindergarten. This program is represented in  
Graph 17.

Safe

27.	� Figure 12 – School safety: Quality of Education Survey for School Year 2006/2007, 
NM Public Education Department, www.ped.state.nm.us

28.	� Figure 13 – Childhood injury: NM Vital Records and Health Statistics; 2006 data are 
provisional and subject to change. US rates for unintentional injury are found at www.
cdc.gov/nchs; select mortality reporting.

�	� Unintended fatal injuries, children age 1-4 years: Three year averages for state data are 
used due to small numbers in order to stabilize rates. For data and information about 
all types of childhood injury, go to http://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org 

29.	� Figure 14 – Youth suicide: Source: Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey (YRRS), NM 
Dept. of Health 2003, 2005 and 2007 http://www.health.state.nm.us/epi/yrrs.html ; 
and the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), 2003, 2005 and 2007 http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs ; 
and Office of School Health for counts of school based health centers, NM DOH.

	� Data about suicidal feelings are from NM Youth Risk Resiliency Survey (YRRS); 
YRRS data can be found at http://www.health.state.nm.us/epi/yrrs.html. To obtain 
data and information about youth suicide that is useful for families and researchers, go 
to http://mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/suicideprevention/fivews.asp. 

30.	� Figure 15 – Child abuse: Numbers from Children Youth and Families Department, 
Protective Services, 2003-2007 SM0907 Report. The rate per 100,000 children is 
from the US Dept. of Health & Human Services, Administration on Children, Youth 
& Families: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm06/table3_3.htm
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budget
31.	� Figure 16 – Domestic violence: Data comes from the NM PRAMS survey. *2005 is 

partial year data representing weighted estimates of NM births occurring Jan-Aug. 
2006 PRAMS data had < 70% response rate and may not be representative of all NM 
women with a live birth.

	� NM Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS), NM Dept. of 
Health, www.health.state.nm.us/phd/prams/home.html; multi-state estimates from 
Centers of Disease Control and Prevention CDC) at www.cdc.gov/prams.

32.	� Graph 25 – Child abuse and neglect prevention and intervention: Programs include: 
CYFD – Permanency Planning, Domestic Violence Services, In-home Services, CPS 
Investigations, CPS Intake. In 20007, CYFD reported there were 30,632 reports of 
abuse/neglect of which 15,585 were accepted reports of abuse/neglect. Source: New 
Mexico Children, Youth and Families Department, “Annual Report 2007.” 

33..	� Graph 26 –Domestic violence prevention & services: Witnessing domestic violence 
can negatively affect a child’s emotional, social and cognitive development. The ef-
fects may include: aggressive behavior and other conduct problems; depression and 
anxiety; lower levels of social competence and self-image; poor academic perfor-
mance; as well as symptoms consistent with post-traumatic stress disorder, such as 
emotional numbing, increased arousal, and repeated focus on the violent event. A 
disproportionately high number of youth in the juvenile justice system have lived in 
homes characterized by adversity, neglect, physical abuse and domestic violence. A 
critical protective factor against the negative effects of child exposure to violence is 
a relationship with a competent and caring adult, most often a parent. Because the 
battered parent can be a critical support for the child, and because children often have 
ongoing contact with the batterer, domestic violence services must be made available 
to help parents improve interactions with their children. Services include health care, 
child protective services, mental health, and law enforcement agencies, as well as 
courts and community-based domestic violence programs. Programs represented in 
this graph include: CYFD: Domestic Violence Services; PED: Domestic Violence 
Curriculum.

34.	� Graph 27 – Home visiting: According to the Child Welfare League of America, re-
search has shown that home visitation programs reduce abuse and neglect and ju-
venile delinquency, and ultimately save taxpayers across the nation over $50 billion 
annually. Currently home visitation programs rely on a range of federal and state 
funds. As shown, in FY 05 and FY 06, programs relied heavily on federal funding. 
This trend changed in FY 07 and FY 08 when state funding nearly equaled federal 
support. By FY 09, of the approximate $3.9 in combined state and federal support for 
programs that provide home visiting, state funding overcame federal by over $819 
thousand and comprised approximately 61% of the total. Programs identified as hav-
ing a home visiting component include: CYFD: Home Visiting; DOH: Maternal 
Child Health, and Families First.

Supported

35.	� Figure 17 – Child poverty: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2008 Annual 
Social and Economic Supplement. http://pubdb3.census.gov/macro/032008/pov/
new46_100125_03.htm

36.	� Figure 18 – Food security: 3 year estimates based on food security module in the Current 
Population Survey (CPS) of the US Census. To obtain data and information go to http://
www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/FoodSecurity/readings.htm#statistical from school meals to 
food stamps, including: CYFD – Family Nutrition; DOH – New Mexico WIC Program, 
Healthier Weight Program, Coordinated Approach to Child Health (CATCH), Commod-
ity Supplemental Food Program; HSD – Food and Nutrition Services Bureau, Food Stamp 
E&T Childcare, TANF Cash Assistance Program; PED – Obesity Prevention, Elementary 
Breakfast, Elementary Physical Education, and After School Enrichment.

37.	� Figure 19 – Family involvement: Data are from the Child and Adolescent Health Mea-
surement Initiative. 2003 National Survey of Children’s Health, Data Resource Center 
for Child and Adolescent Health website www.nschdata.org. 2007 updates are forthcom-
ing. Interpretation of NM data is from Reading Across the Nation, found at: http://www.
readingfoundation.org/images/pdfs/ror_chartbook_2007.pdf . Text for “What Does This 
Mean” is from Russ S, Perez V, Garro N, Klass P, Kuo AA, Gershun M, Halfon N, Zucker-
man B. Reading Across the Nation: A Chartbook (2007): Reach Out and Read National 
Center, Boston, MA. Readers can learn what to expect for reading skills from birth to age 6 
at www.ed.gov/print/parents/academic/help/reader/part9.html 

	� National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH) www.childhealthdata.org; interpretation 
adapted from Russ S, Perez V, Garro N, Klass P, Kuo AA, Gershun M, Halfon N, Zucker-
man B. Reading Across the Nation: A Chartbook (2007): Reach Out and Read National 
Center, Boston, MA.; and www.ed.gov for children’s reading

38.    �Graph 30 – Food Security: Programs that address food security issues range from 
school meals to food stamps, including: CYFD – Family Nutrition; DOH – New 
Mexico WIC Program, Healthier Weight Program, Coordinated Approach to Child 
Health (CATCH), Commodity Supplemental Food Program; HSD – Food and 
Nutrition Services Bureau, Food Stamp E&T Childcare, TANF Cash Assistance 
Program; PED – Obesity Prevention, Elementary Breakfast, Elementary Physical 
Education, and After School Enrichment.    

Involved

39. 	� Figure 20 – Service learning: Data from NM Forum on Youth http://www.nmforum-
foryouth.org; Definitions, examples, resources from http://servicelearning.org 

40. 	� Figure 21 – Youth involvement: Data source is the NM Youth Risk Resiliency Sur-
vey (YRRS) of the NM Department of Health http://www.health.state.nm.us/epi/
yrrs.html; NM data for volunteering www.volunteeringinamerica.gov/newprofile.
cfm?state=NM 

41.	� Figure 22 – Supportive relationships for youth: Data source is the NM Youth Risk 
Resiliency Survey (YRRS) of the NM Department of Health http://www.health.state.
nm.us/epi/yrrs.html 

State Specific Initiatives 

42.	� Graph 33 – Youth and community involvement: Programs include: DCA – Ames 
After School Program, Bi-lingual program, Bridging to the Arts, Drawing from the 
Well, Earth Day, Historic Preservation Month, Junior Docent Program, Sandia 
Mountain Center, Student Ecology Research Program, Student Interns, Sun Moun-
tain, and Young Adult Program. 

43.	� Graph 35 – Indian affairs: The graph represents total capital funding per year that 
flowed to Indian Tribes and Pueblos in New Mexico between FY 05 and FY 09. 

44.	� Graph 36 – Educator professional development: Displays state and federal funding in-
formation for programs devoted towards professional development that impact New 
Mexico children and youth. Primarily these programs are directed towards educa-
tors. These programs include: DCA: Art is Fine, Digital Storytelling, Outreach Pro-
gram, Project Astro-NM, Sandia Mountain Center, Statewide Classroom, Teacher 
Training, PED: Advanced Placement, Comprehensive School Reform, Educational 
Technology, Partnership in Character Education, Professional Development Fund, 
Reading First, State Bilingual Education Title III, Summer Reading, Math & Sci-
ence Institutes, Math & Science Partnership (MSP), Tech Prep, Three Tier Teacher 
Licensure, Title II-Part A, Transition To Teaching, Career Tech Education, Charter 
School, Core Curriculum, Domestic Violence Curriculum; CYFD: TEACH-Child 
Care, and Training and Technical Assistance (TTAP).

45.	� Graph 37 – Keeping kids in school: These programs include: CYFD: Independent 
Living Services; DWS: At Risk Youth; PED: Truancy and Dropout Prevention, Fam-
ily & Youth Resource Program, GRADS, and Homeless. Truancy and Dropout Pre-
vention have merged from separate programs into one administrative entity. 

46.	� Graph 38 – Out-of-school programs: These include DOH: Behavioral Health Pre-
vention Services, Food and Nutrition Services Bureau; DCA: Ames Arts Alive, Arts 
Alive on Milner Plaza, Bridging to the Arts, NMFRHM Classes, NHCC Family 
Days, NMMNHS Family Days, HPD Outreach, Jardines de Bosque, Junior Docent, 
Lasting Impressions, Library Lasting Impressions, Museum Exhibition Program, 
NM Arts Granting, Performing Arts Institute, Science is Everywhere, Shuttle Camp, 
State Library Youth Services, Student Ecology Program, Student Interns, Winter-
fest, Young Adult Program, Young Explorers; Department of Indian Affairs: Lead-
ership and Public Policy Program; PED: After School Enrichment, Partnership in 
Character Education, Obesity Prevention, Rural Low Income Grant, 21st Century 
Community Learning, and initiatives funded under federal programs, including Title 
I School Improvement, Title I-A, & Title V-A. 

47. 	� Graph 39 – NM aggregate state low income comprehensive tax rebates and child day 
care credit for tax years from 2003 to 2007: The figures given in Graphs 39 were sup-
plied by the New Mexico Tax and Revenue Department.  New Mexico has a “Low-
income Comprehensive Tax Rebate” (LICTR) for certain state income taxpayers. It 
has similarities to other state EIC programs but, unlike other states, New Mexico’s 
program is not directly related to the federal EIC program. To qualify you must: 1) 
have been physically present in New Mexico for six months or more during the tax 
year;  2) you must have been a resident of New Mexico on the last day of the tax year; 
and 3) your modified gross income must be less than $22,000.  In addition, claimants 
must not be eligible for or claimed as a dependent on someone else’s 2007 tax return; 
and not been an inmate in a prison for more than 6 months in 2007.  This rebate has 
some similarities to an earned income credit, but does not use the federal EIC as a 
basis for claiming this tax credit. The number of returns with the LICTR and the av-
erage amounts realized per return for tax years 2003 to 2007 include: (2003) 109,273 
returns / avg. rebate $103; (2004) 106,877 returns / avg. rebate $101; (2005) 105,686 
returns / avg. rebate $100; (2006) 101,192 returns / avg. rebate $98; (2007) 104,051 
returns / avg. rebate $97. 

	� The number of returns with the Child Day Care Credit (CDCC) for tax years 2003-
2007 include: (2003) 4,776 returns / avg. credit $396; (2004) 4,627 returns / avg. 
credit $387; (2005) 4,158 returns / avg. credit $369; (2006) 3,670 returns / avg. credit 
$373; (2007) 3,108 returns / avg. credit $376. To claim the CDCC (which may not 
exceed $1,200, or $600 for a married taxpayer filing a separate return), you must: 1) 
have a modified gross income of $21,424* or less for the year; 2) be a resident of this 
state during the tax year; 3) furnish more than half the cost of maintaining a home 
for one or more qualifying dependents for the part of the year for which you claim 
the credit; 4) be gainfully employed for the part of the year for which you claim the 
credit; 5) not have received public assistance under a program of temporary assistance 
for needy families —or a similar program — for the part of the year claimed, and 6) 
neither you nor your spouse were an inmate of a public institution for more than six 
months during the tax year.

48.	� Graph 40 – The number of returns with these federal credits and the average amounts 
realized per return are as follows: EITC – (2003) 156,309 returns / avg. credit $2,221; 
(2004) 157,077 returns / avg. credit $2,259; (2005) 157,292 returns / avg. credit 
$2,310; (2006) 157,683 returns / avg. credit $2,377. CDCTC– (2003) 27,955 returns 
/ avg. credit $461; (2004) 28,252 returns / avg. credit $462; (2005) 28,659 returns / 
avg. credit $463; (2006) 28,381 returns / avg. credit $473. CTC – (2003) 153,676 
returns / avg. credit $884; (2004) 165,735 returns / avg. credit $1,160; (2005) 167,024 
returns / avg. credit $1,166; (2006) 169,954 returns / avg. credit $41,176. The  
figures given in Graphs 39 and 40 were supplied by the New Mexico Tax and  
Revenue Department. 

	� Claire E. Dudley, MPA; Child and Youth Policy Advisor to  
Lieutenant Governor Diane Denish
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