Maine Children's Cabinet Update

Greetings- 4 busy months have passed since we convened in DC for the ‘Ready by 21, Credentialed by 26’ meeting. 

 

State team members, check in with your fellow teammates:

         Has your children’s cabinet and/or some combination of state agencies and partners progressed in aligning post secondary access and success with the rest of your work on youth issues? 

1. Discuss the MOU between DOE and Labor to align data and access to career-training programs. (I need more information about this activity.)

2. Update on the Adult Education and Community College course-work alignment to increase the number of high school students taking remedial courses through Adult Ed instead of paying through College system.
· I have to say that working in Maine with the community college system has been a challenge, but some of our local programs have forged very strong partnerships with individual community colleges – for example:  Lawrence Adult Education with KVCC, Sanford Adult Education with YCCC and Lewiston with CMCC – all of these programs have aligned their College Transitions curriculum with the CC’s remedial courses, which is why the partnership has worked.  However, not all community colleges will play with adult ed in this way because they consider this a competition since remedial courses bring a lot of revenue to the community college (even though they will deny this – all you have to do is look at their revenue projections to see this is, in fact, true).  It has always been a sore spot with me that so many people take developmental education courses in community college (actually more and more every year over the past 10 years) – and what is even more sinful than paying for them, is that many are using up their financial aid for these non-credit bearing courses and don’t fully understand that after a year or two of this why they don’t have any credits.  And we wonder why so many drop out of college before finishing….This will continue until someone at the state level says enough and changes it – it happened in Ohio FINALLY 2 years ago when Governor Strickland and Chancellor Fingerhut created the University System of Ohio and mandated that anyone needing more than 1 developmental ed course be referred to adult education.  This could work beautifully with our College Transitions program – any person who will need more than 1 remedial course based on their Accuplacer score should be referred to Maine College Transitions.  

3. Discuss and update on the new UMFK program to offer a 3-year education degree that includes a pilot of 26 graduating high school students and allows credit from college courses taken during HS and includes two summers of courses to meet 3-year goal.

         Have you been able to add representation of higher education and workforce agencies into your children’s cabinet or council? 
Sue, were you able to connect with Fitzsimmons or any college pres in relation to this item?

         Is there a cross-agency dialogue about how to proceed when the American Graduation Initiative is implemented in states? 
Sue?
         Have you connected your State Longitudinal Data System grant/or other statewide child & youth data initiatives to post secondary education systems? 
Yes…more details needed on the tracking through higher education 
         Has your team made progress on its detailed action plan? / What progress can you report?  
1. Shared Youth Vision/Juvenile Justice Summit NGA application to implement the Eight-District Council infrastructures to identify policies and regional services practices that create barriers to successful school completion, dropout prevention or recovery and reduced court involvement. Then draft district strategic plans to address barriers.
2. Legislation submitted to: a. ensure district councils; b. ensures a detailed statewide strategic dropout and recovery plan based on District Council Plans; c. achieves a balanced approach to reducing residential care for high-need youth with timely, effective and accessible services in the most appropriate settings across the state.
 

 

