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FOR YOUTH INVESTMENT





"Race to the Top / Data Systems Update"

November 19, 2009
Dear Children's Cabinet Network,

As you know we work not only to support the efforts of Children’s Cabinets in your states, but also to give the Network a voice at the Federal level.  We heard from a number of you interest in connecting your work to the biggest new federal funding stream for children and youth: the $4.35 billion Race to the Top Fund.  To support your work, we encouraged the US Department of Education to reshape the Race to the Top RFP to connect better to the work of Children’s Cabinets.  (Special thanks to those of you we interviewed this spring as well as those that participated in the August 11th meeting "Disconnected data = Disconnected youth".  We based our recommendations to the US Department of Education on your thoughts and insights!)

We are delighted to let you know that we were successful in reshaping the RFP to provide clearer connections for Children’s Cabinets!
Based on our recommendations, the final set of invitational priorities include:

· Priority 4, Expansion and Adaptation of Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems, programs such as at-risk and dropout prevention programs, school climate and culture programs, and early learning programs have been added to the list of programs that a State may choose to integrate with its statewide longitudinal data system. The Secretary is also interested in applications which include states working together to build compatible systems. 

· Priority 5, P-20 Coordination, Vertical and Horizontal Alignment, horizontal coordination of services across departments, agencies and community partners was added as a critical component for supporting high-need students. This is a huge success for Children’s Cabinets!

· Priority 6, School-level Conditions for Reform, Innovation, and Learning, paragraph (v) providing comprehensive services to high need students  and new paragraph (vi) adds school climate and culture, and new paragraph (vii) adds family and community engagement to the list of school conditions conducive to reform and innovation. 

How can you ensure your Children’s Cabinet plays a strong role in this major new funding stream?

We encourage you to reach out to the people in your state who are drafting the Race to the Top Application (ideally meeting with both the grant writer and your states’ Gates Foundation consultant responsible for Race to the Top if your state has one – check here: http://www.foundationcenter.org/educationexcellence/gates_rttt_summary.pdf ), and provide them language to include in the application about your Children’s Cabinet.  The more the Children’s Cabinet is talked about in the application, the more likely it is that you will be involved in implementation, should your state receive the grant.

Danielle has kindly gone thru and highlighted changes in Race to the Top that may be of special interest to Children’s Cabinets in the attached document.  Priorities 4, 5, and 6 all lend themselves quite well for you to insert language into the Application promoting the work that your Children’s Cabinet has played to date towards those priorities, and the critical role you would be positioned to play in the future should your state be awarded a grant.  Additionally, you could work to include existing performance measures that your Children’s Cabinet is tracking beyond strictly academic measures, and present the Children's Cabinet as the vehicle to gain support from a broad group of stakeholders which is encouraged in the changes. 
To access all official Race to the Top documents (e.g. Executive Summary, Application) visit: http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/index.html 
Also of note, the deadline for applications for the State Longitudinal Data Systems program competition, as part of AARA, has been extended.  The original deadline was November 19, 2009; the new deadline for receiving applications is December 4, 2009.  The extension was granted "in order to allow States more time to coordinate their development of applications under this program [Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems] with other Recovery Act applications, specifically those for the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund and Race to the Top (for more information on the extension visit: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-26628.pdf)

As your state continues to draft their application, please let us know what roles you would like the Children’s Cabinet Network to play going forward.  If you would like us to set up a call for Children’s Cabinets to share ideas for how they are attempting to influence their Race to the Top Application, if you want sample language about Children’s Cabinets to include in the application, or any other way we can be helpful just let us know!

Sincerely,

The Forum’s Policy Team

Elizabeth Gaines
State and Local Policy Director

Forum for Youth Investment

202-207-3714 
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