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Logistics for today’s 
conversation

▪ Please feel free to submit questions 

and comments via this webinar 

application, using the chat feature.  

▪ Today’s session is being recorded 

and will be made available to you 

early next week.
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Ensure every child, regardless of  

background and zip code, learns and 

thrives every summer. 

OUR WORK AIMS TO:

• Improve the lives of America’s most 

vulnerable students 

• Combat summer learning loss

• Close the achievement and 

opportunity gaps which grow over 

the summer months

NSLA'S MISSION AND VISION



SUMMER CAN BE THE MOST CHALLENGING TIME FOR KIDS

• Covid 19 Trauma

• Physical and Emotional Safety

• Hunger and Food Insecurity

• Nature Deficit Disorder

• Lack of Physical Activity

• Learning Loss

• No Healthcare

• No Jobs or Internships

• Less support for Some Students



SUMMER LEARNING LOSS: THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP



AMERICA’S GROWING OPPORTUNITY GAP
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Contributing to the deepening 

opportunity gap is the difference in 

spending on educationally enriching 

activities (e.g. afterschool and 

summer programs, travel, cultural 

outings, SAT prep, internships, 

college visits ) among wealthy and 

low-income families.



Time for Improvement 

Summer learning is for students and adults.

Time for Innovation

Empower staff to try out and measure new ideas, 

solutions, strategies before scaling

Time for Integration 

Break down artificial silos in education and 

partner leaders and organizations in new ways

Time for Impact  

Experiential learning is immediate, and lasting. 

Set up success for school. A Solvable challenge.

OR SUMMER CAN BE A LIFE-CHANGING TIME



Deeply Empathetic

- we're all in the same boat

Hyper Creative

- SYEP Charlotte, NC

Hyper Collaborative

- Teachers in the Parks, PA

Hi-Tech and Low Tech

- Engaging Creative Minds, SC

Relationship and Trust-based

-DREAM, NYC

RIGHT NOW IS OUR TIME TO BE





• PRINCIPLE #1: Summer Learning Is Not Summer School

• PRINCIPLE #2: Nurture Your “Whole Child”

• PRINCIPLE #3: Make Learning Child-Centered and Child-Driven

• PRINCIPLE #4: Approach Planning With Wisdom And Love

• PRINCIPLE #5: Embrace Structure and Routine

• PRINCIPLE #6: Let Math and Science Amaze, Let History Inspire – and Read

• PRINCIPLE #7: Help Them Eat and Help Them Sleep

• PRINCIPLE #8: Remember Their Social and Emotional Needs

• PRINCIPLE #9: And Finally, Parents, Take Time For Yourselves

WHEN SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED – 9 PRINCIPLES



SUMMER STRIDE



5 THINGS PARENTS AND KIDS CAN DO THIS SUMMER

Focus on:

1. Getting Healthy

• NBA at Home, Laureus Foundation

2. Improving in one key academic area

• Khan Academy, ACT, NASA

3. Gaining a new career skill

• LinkedIn Learning, Apple, SoNYT

4. Find or Be a Mentor

• Mentoring.org, I-Mentor

5. Serve others

• Youth Service America, DoSomething



• NSLA Voices of Summer Webinars www.summerlearning.org/webinars/

• When Schools Are Closed: https://www.amazon.com/Keep-Your-Learning-Schools-Closed-

ebook/dp/B088ZWSG6Y

• Learning Heroes: https://bealearninghero.org/

• Scholastic: https://www.scholastic.com/parents/home.html

• National PTA: https://www.pta.org/home/family-resources/coronavirus-information

• Understood.org: https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/coronavirus-latest-updates

PARENT RESOURCES

http://www.summerlearning.org/webinars/
https://www.amazon.com/Keep-Your-Learning-Schools-Closed-ebook/dp/B088ZWSG6Y
https://bealearninghero.org/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/home.html
https://www.pta.org/home/family-resources/coronavirus-information
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/coronavirus-latest-updates


NATIONAL SUMMER LEARNING WEEK JULY 6-12

National Summer Learning Week is a 

national advocacy day aimed at elevating 

the importance of keeping kids learning, 

safe and healthy every summer – all so 

students return to school ready to soar! 

www.summerlearning.org/summer-learning-week
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Today’s Goals

Acknowledge the importance of summer 

and school-year collaboration for equity.

Create space for sharing of success stories 

and challenges.

Share resources to support all children’s 

physical and social-emotional health.

Connect and learn together.
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Workshop Format

We’ll pose 4 discussion questions

Please use the chat box

We can pass the mic

Links/resources will be shared in follow up



Discussion Question 1:

In your community, how are summer 
programs/OST and schools collaborating?

How are these partnerships happening?



Discussion Question 2:

How can summer and school-year 
collaboration support the physical and social-
emotional health of all students, especially 

children experiencing trauma?



Discussion Question 3:

How can partnerships help all children get 
ready for the school-year?

How can collaboration help students develop 
essential workforce skills this summer?



Discussion Question 4:

What resources are working to help give young 
people a voice?

How can collaboration help students
take action?


