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THE POWER OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
IN YOUTH MOVEMENTS



AGENDA

★ Social Media Movements
★ Youth Action Hour
★ Opportunity Youth United
★ Social Media Campaigns
★ Activit ies



Social Movement
: an organized effort  by a large number of people 
to bring about or impede social, polit ical, 
economic, or cultural change.

Source: Sociology, Understanding and Changing the World.

https://open.lib.umn.edu/sociology/


Social Media Movement
Organised effort  to push for 
a part icular goal through 
the use of new 
communications and 
technologies.



The Overarching Goal
Is To Meet  People 
Where They Are -
Online.



Social Media to Social Impact

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4G3OqmGhLgc


Young people are demanding a 
seat  at  the table, with the goal 

of reframing the narrat ive.



Youth Act ion Hour

Youth Act ion Hour is a a 
monthly series made by and for
young changemakers across the 
country. Through social media, 
YAH empowers youth to 
mobilize and take act ion.



Youth Act ion Hour
Day 100: Young People 
Address the Nat ion

Youth Act ion Hour’s Day 100 
virtual event had 3.5+ views 
across all social platforms, 300+ 
tweets that  reached 200K people
and received 475K+ impressions, 
more than 100K+ people engaged 
across email lists, 250K GIF views, 
and more!



Youth Act ion Hour - The Future We Need

A youth-led social media 
campaign documenting 
youth power across the 
country.

What is the key take-
away for this initiative?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReIcVDJQiKg


GIFS PROMO PARTICIPANTS

Youth Act ion Hour Assets



OYU
Opportunity Youth United is a nat ional movement of young 
people and allies working to increase opportunity and decrease 
poverty in America. 

OYUnited began with the National Council of Young Leaders, a 
diverse group of 20 former Opportunity Youth from urban, rural, 
and tribal communit ies across the country who had risen into 
leadership through our own sponsoring organizat ions.

OYUnited Community Act ion Teams (CATs) are local coalit ions 
of young leaders and youth-serving organizat ions that mobilize to 
uplift their voices in the polit ical process.
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Youth Build’s 
alum Derrick 
Ayson
tackles, "What  
is the American 
Dream?"
#OYUvotes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0tjlA7VFKU
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Amanda Guzman
"Discuss current  
events & polit ics 
with youth around 
you." Youth Build
East  Har lem alum 
Amanda: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zrWtktOWuA


3 Social Media Benefit s:
● Relat ionship Building
● Increased Visibility

● Educational Opportunit ies



Social Media Campaigns - Toolkits



Social Media Toolkit s - Key Elements

● Event  or campaign descript ion
● Downloadable links for graphics
● Sample posts
● Coordinated pushes
● Dates & deadlines
● Hashtags



Social Media Campaigns - Hashtags
#OYUvotes
#MythMondays
#TikTockTuesday
#WeVoteWednesday
#TikTokThursday
#VoterFactFriday
#NationalVoterRegistrat ionDay

#TheFutureWeNeed
#SparkAct ion
#TheFutureWeNeedFriday
#ContentByUs
#TheFourYearsWeNeed

https://oyunited.org/oyuvotes-voter-registration-videos/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fspw8oznRQBrA1or1YhcQZjg2UmtYtDk1axqcOUR90w/edit?usp=sharing




ACTIVITIES +



Create Your Own ToolKit  

Act ivity 1:
We want to build/run a month long digital campaign focused on youth 
mental health and self-care. What social media platform(s) would best 
reach and engage our target audience? 

Act ivity 2:
Create a hashtag that ’s relevant and effect ive for this campaign. 

Act ivity 3: 
What do you think is the best way to maintain youth engagement on social 
media when it  comes to social and racial movements?
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Thank You!

Question(s) or Feedback?

#AmplifyOpportunity
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